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Visit our Website

Upcoming Events

March 21 - C4C Fair Day: Where the Wild Things Are
March 20-24 - Annie Performance(see times below)
April 8-12 - Spring Recess

Link to Calendar

Save the Dates:
May 29, 8:30-10:10am - Spring Concert
May 30, 6:00-7:30pm - Open House

A Note from Ms. Cala

It feels a bit shocking to be referencing the end of the school year already, but incredibly,
we are in the final stretch! To ensure the most fulfilling, safe, and successful third
trimester, I would like to revisit a couple of my previous messages. As a reminder, this
year's work at Bel Aire has concentrated on deepening our impact on learning,
relationships, and our world. Below, please find some reminders about how to engage
with your children in each of these target areas.

Impact on Learning: Assessment-Capable Learners
Bel Aire students continue to develop as assessment-capable learners. You may recall
from my previous communications, that the most highly respected current research has
revealed student assessment capability as one of the greatest indicators of progress,
deep learning, and achievement. To be clear, assessment capability is not limited to a
student’s ability to “grade” him or herself. Rather, it refers to a student's ability to take
ownership of his or her learning. Specifically, assessment-capable learners monitor their
progress, employ effective learner strategies, seek feedback, and embrace challenge.
Most importantly however, assessment-capable learners continually ask themselves (and
answer) the following three questions:

Where am I currently in my learning?
Where am I going in my learning?

https://www.reedschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=11
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/12#calendar2002/20180929/month
https://visible-learning.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/VLPLUS-252-Influences-Hattie-ranking-DEC-2017.pdf


How will I get there?
Consider periodically asking your students these questions about specific learning goals.
Then, help them identify effective learning strategies and encourage habits of mind like
perseverance, resilience, and a growth-mindset.

Impact on Relationships: MOSAIC Values & Anti-Bullying
Take a moment to review the MOSAIC values with your student. As a reminder, they are:
Mutual Respect, Open-Mindedness, Self-Respect, At t i t u d e , Individuality, and
Community. While The Mosaic Project has a week-long camp experience reserved for
4th graders, it is also a powerful schoolwide social-emotional program. At this point in the
year, all students have also received a series of anti-bullying lessons by our trained staff.
Talk to your students about what it means to be an  upstander versus a bystander. I
worry that sometimes adults resign themselves to the belief that “kids will be kids,”
“bullying is normal,” or “we can’t expect young students to stand up to their friends.” I
don’t believe we have to accept any of those statements. The most effective solution to
bullying lies in the power of our young upstanders. Kids typically won't engage in bullying
if their peers do not tolerate it. Having conversations with your children about not
behaving as a bully or about how to report instances of bullying are important. We can
have an even greater impact however, if we help our students learn how to stand up to it.

Impact on our World: Children 4 Change
We were so fortunate to launch Bel Aire’s chapter of Children 4 Change (C4C) this year
under the leadership of Ms. Carin Rhodes. I have been deeply impressed by the
thoughtful efforts of so many in our Bel Aire community to make our C4C program such a
huge success. Last week for example, I observed a small summit of peer-elected C4C
representatives who gathered to make decisions about how to donate student-raised
funds to various charities. One of the things that makes the Children 4 Change program
so impactful is that it provides age-appropriate curriculum and established community
partnerships that facilitate students and family engagement. Please take a moment to
review the periodic C4C updates and consider ways your family may be able to
participate.

Our district’s mission and vision pledges to challenge and inspire every student “to reach
her or his fullest intellectual, social-emotional and creative potential to positively impact
the world.” I believe our staff and students have made great gains in each of these
areas, and I look forward to continuing to celebrate these accomplishments as we wrap
up our final trimester. Please feel free to email me at acala@reedschools.org if you’d like
additional information or resources about any of this content.

Sincerely,
Lexie Cala
Principal

https://mosaicproject.org/about/mission/
https://mosaicproject.org/
http://www.secondstep.org/bullying-prevention?gclid=CjwKCAjwycfkBRAFEiwAnLX5Icdon2VUfjRw0NSm9apUMiujRgpveCPmZ5PAavfoB2OV2hO_tQIwgRoCl1YQAvD_BwE
http://www.upstand.org/
http://belairemediacenter.weebly.com/children-for-change.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444a8a729a02-children
mailto:acala@reedschools.org


Children for Change

As you hopefully know, our "Where the Wild Things Are" Fair Day has been rescheduled
to tomorrow, Thursday, March 21st. There is still time for you to donate to our "No Bake"
Bake Sale. C4C and Student Council are hoping you can send in pre-packaged treats to
the office by 9:00 a.m. tomorrow .

The students have been learning about how the palm oil industry is impacting and
endangering orangutans. Please do not send treats made with palm oil. However,
sustainable palm oil is ok.

Thanks for you support. All money raised will be donated to the six organizations that
C4C has been learning about during our meetings. Some include, WildCare, The Marin
Humane Society, Safari West and The Marine Mammal Center. 

Also, our next "Change for Good" weekend is finally here! There are still a few spots left
for you to make change for good with your families March 23rd or 24th. Please check
the sign up here. 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Carin Rhodes
Library and Digital Media Specialist
Bel Aire School
Specialist Team Coordinator
Children for Change Lead Coordinator
http://belairemediacenter.weebly.com/

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444a8a729a02-children
http://belairemediacenter.weebly.com/


Bel Aire Play - Annie Jr. - Tickets on Sale Now!
Purchase Tickets Here

Last Chance to Order a Bel Aire Yearbook!
Ordering deadline is March 29, don’t wait! Buy a yearbook here
Check this list to see orders as of March 18th. Contact Megan Pirsch with questions.

New Bel Aire PTA Program in Action!
Beginning this month, the Bel Aire PTA has contracted with The Ranch to assist with
supervision and encouragement of fun outdoor activities at lunch recess. Many kids
will recognize The Ranch counselors from after school programs and summer
camps. We are looking forward to fun at recess with The Ranch in this new program!

THANK YOU to our RUSD Staff!
Did you know our teachers and staff support the PTA by joining and paying
membership dues? Join them today! It's not too late to become a PTA member along
with RUSD staff. Your membership dues will help to underwrite the PTA programs that
benefit our kids and teachers. JOIN TODAY!

https://m.bpt.me/event/4050829
https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/McGA
https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/McGA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JK_TUiGmRtRAOXPxETOQC3bZWdgGZ4IV/view?usp=sharing
mailto:meganpirsch@gmail.com
https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/McGA


Upcoming Parent Ed Event: TECHTALKS

When: Wednesday, April 24th from 7 - 8:30pm
Where: Bel Aire Library

Does managing your child's screen time and technology have you feeling anxious,
stressed out, or full of guilt? Has this issue become a power struggle in your house? You
are not alone! Navigating this digital world is overwhelming and confusing.

Please join fellow parent, founder of TechTalks, and former first lady of San Francisco,
Liz Farrell, in an interactive discussion on everything tech. The evening will focus on tips,
strategies, and best practices for managing the challenges of today's digital world.

Admission: Free! Spaces Limited, REGISTER TODAY

Follow us on Instagram @RUSDPTA to see your PTA in action!

THANK YOU TO THE 610 FAMILIES THAT HAVE
ALREADY DONATED

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/techtalks-with-liz-farrell-tickets-58729331010


FOLLOW US!
INSTAGRAM @reedfoundation

&
FACEBOOK @ The Foundation for Reed Schools
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https://www.reedschools.org/Page/11
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